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Sir: 

The following comments are in response to the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance in the Notice of Allowability dated August 11, 2006. 

Applicants believe that the Statement of Reasons for Allowance is improper as reasons for 
allowance are only warranted in instances in which the record of the prosecution as a whole does not 
make clear the Examiner's reasons for allowing a claim or claims (see 37 CFR §1.1 04(e)). In the 
present case, Applicants believe the record as a whole does make the reasons for allowance clear and 
therefore no statement by the Examiner is necessary or warranted. Furthermore, Applicants do not 
necessarily agree with each statement in the reasons for allowance and do not necessarily agree with 
the Examiner's interpretation of the teachings of the cited art. 
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INSTRUCTIONS : Only an address represented by a Customer Number can be established as the fee 
address for maintenance fee purposes (hereafter, fee address). A fee address should be specified when the 
patentee would like correspondence related to maintenance fees to be mailed to a different address than the 
correspondence address for the application. 

When to check the first box below; If the fee address for the patent and/or application number(s) you 
indicate is to be established with, or changed to, an existing Customer Number. 

When to check the second box below: If a Customer Number representing the fee address has 
to be established so it can then be associated with the patent and/or application number(s) you indicate 
For more information on Customer Numbers, see the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP) § 403 



Please recognize as the " Fee Address" un der the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .363 the address associated with- 
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